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Many of our members, and for that matter the general public
have noticed our twenty-meter-long exhibition aptly named
“Mini Ink". This exhibition is of many returned soldiers, both
male and female, that have returned to Australia from active
duty overseas, and who have gone and got a tattoo of some
description Tattooed on their body.

This ritual came about from WW1, when the soldiers
returned and they had a Tattoo of some description on their
arm, leg, back, on their chest, etc. This happened again after
WW?2, Korea, and Vietnam.

And so, after all the conflicts that Australian Troops were
involved in right up to Afghanistan, the "Mini Ink" represents
all of these conflicts. It has taken me three years of hard
work to get this exhibition at Box Hill RSL. Around February
of this year, after going backward and forward to the
Australian War Memorial (AWM), | received the exhibition.

It took Glenn, Harry, and myself some time to sort out the
photos and to put them in some sort of sequence, because
this exhibition had not been shown before in Australia. We
were on our own, but we got there.

We all believe the result was worth all the headaches, and we
can now stand back and say what a great job we have done.
We sent photos of our exhibition to the AWM in Canberra,
and they were amazed at the job and expertise we had done.
The exhibition has gone on the AWM website, and | am happy
to say we have had emails from others giving their approval.

In this Exhibition, there is a video telling all visitors about
various veterans’ experience in having their Tattoos. As you
move forward there is another story board which | hope all
of you take the time to read. Then there are various photos
of veterans, and one in particular with virtually his whole
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body tattooed. This gentleman was on television in the
series, "When the War is Over". A great series which again |
am of the opinion everyone should watch.

The “Mini Ink" exhibition will stay on display until the end
of August. We have this exhibition for two years, and after
a period, we will install it again for everyone to see. Those
who have seen it have told me it takes a little time to fully
appreciate it. | completely understand, as it also took me
atime to appreciate this exhibition. Everyone who has
taken the time to see it and read everything has told me
how wonderful it is. Please don’t just browse through the
photos, | encourage everyone to take the time and look at
the entire display.

I have organised many exhibitions over the years, and | have
to say this one has to be the most satisfying. Every morning
I am at the Box Hill RSL, | take time to read another part of
the exhibition, time after time and | understand it a little
better. | encourage all members to take time to read and
look at the photographs. | am sure that, after doing so, you
will better understand why our veterans since WW1 have
done this.

Brian Tateson
Curator of Memorabilia



Welfare & Wellbeing

For all welfare and wellbeing matters telephone: Faye Clark on 9897 6780
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Stories by Members for Members

Our best wishes are with those members who are,or have

been in hospital since the last issue.

Patricia Keech, Carol Waterman, Brian Tateson,
Heather Haward, Allana Kirk

Members in Aged Care

PAT CARTER,
Faversham House, 27
Shierlaw Ave, Canterbury

LOIS COMERFORD,
Faversham House, 27
Shierlaw Ave, Canterbury

ALMA & JAMES D'ARCY,
Box Hill Views, 48 Dorking
Road, Box Hill

ERIC DARBYSHIRE,
Faversham House, 27
Shierlaw Ave, Canterbury

BEV & MALCOLM FRASER,
Willowbrae, 81-85 Porter
Street, Templestowe

NEVILLE FROSTICK,
Vermont Views, 39
Livingstone Road, Vermont

SHIRLEY GILBERT,
Victoria Grange, 514
Burwood Hwy, Vermont
South

SHARLEE AND LLOYD
GOSS, Bupa, 12 Burton
Avenue Clayton

KATHRYN HOLMES,
Alawarra, Inala, 220
Middleborough Rd,
Blackburn Sth

Carmel Thompson

VALE

lest we forget

Beryl Mainon

Affiliate 106683 WAAAF
Janet McDonald Bryan Edwards
VF345498 AWAS 223999204 British Army

DOROTHY HOUSE,
Estia, 428 Scoresby Road,
Knoxfield

BETTY ILLMAN, Arcare, 75
King Street, Templestowe

JAMES JAMIESON,
Donvale Gardens, 300-304
Springvale Road, Donvale

JOY JONES,
Box Hill Views, 48 Dorking
Road, Box Hill

CHARLES JOHNSON,
Walmsley Aged Care, 112
Greeves Drive, Kilsyth

GREG MCKIE,
Box Hill Views,
48 Dorking rd. Box Hill

PATRICK O'BOYLE,
Memarock, 982 High
Street Road, Glen Waverley

ARTHUR OWEN,
Vermont Views, 39
Livingstone Road, Vermont

FRED PIKE, Faversham
House, 27 Shierlaw
Avenue, Canterbury

HELEN PRICE,
Box Hill Views, 48 Dorking
Road, Box Hill

VALDA ROSEVEAR,
Box Hill Views,
48 Dorking Road, Box Hill

MYRA SPENCER,
Faversham House, 27
Shierlaw Ave, Canterbury

JOAN WATERS,
Bupa, 120-124 Maroondah
Highway, Croydon

2026 at 10.30am

for 84 minutes.

Synopsis: A French count is in
England to marry the princess. She's

Thursday 27th August,

The Thursday, August 27,2026
Movie will be "Just Visiting". "Just
Visiting" is an American 2001 action
/ comedy movie rated PG, running

killed. A wizard helps him time travel

back before the murder - but ends up in Chicago, April 2000. A

descendant helps him. Can he return to the 1100s?
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Potts,

The Thursday, September 24,
2026 Movie will be "One Chance".
"One Chance" is a 2013 British
biographical film about opera singer
and Britain's Got Talent winner Paul

Thursday 24th September,
2026 at 10.30am
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Synopsis: The true story of Paul Potts, a shy, bullied shop

assistant by day and an amateur opera singer by night

who became a phenomenon after being chosen for -- and

ultimately winning -- Britain's Got Talent (2007).



A night of glamour, inspiring speakers, outstanding
entertainment, prestigious awards and delicious food,

all expertly hosted by MC Anthony "“Lehmo” Lehmann,
combined to create a truly memorable evening celebrating
Australia's veteran community.

As a Silver Sponsor of the 2026 RSL Veterans Ball, held on
Saturday 25 July, Box Hill RSL was proud to be represented
by a wonderful group of committee members, volunteers,
advocate and service members who came together to
support this incredible celebration of service, mateship and
community.

The evening showcased the strength and diversity of the
veteran community, with guests ranging from the National
President of RSL Australia to currently serving young

men and women, alongside veterans representing all
three branches of the Australian Defence Force. Families,
volunteers, advocates and supporters also joined in the
celebration, making it a night dedicated to connection,
recognition and the enduring spirit of mateship.

A proud moment for Box Hill RSL came when our Senior
Vice-President, Arthur Merryweather, had the honour of
presenting the Outstanding Social Member Volunteer Award,
recognising the invaluable contribution volunteers make to
the veteran community.

Adding to the night's celebrations, Box Hill RSL member
Margaret Dymond OAM, owner of Penrite QOil and
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representing the event's Diamond Sponsor, presented
the Outstanding Affiliate Volunteer Award to our very own
committee member, Emi Luppino.

Emi's well-deserved recognition reflects her unwavering
commitment, compassion and tireless service to veterans
and our RSL community. We are incredibly proud of

her achievement and delighted to see her dedication
acknowledged on such a prestigious stage.

Congratulations to everyone involved in making the 2026
RSL Veterans Ball such an outstanding success. It was

a fabulous evening that celebrated not only individual
achievements but also the strength, resilience and unity of
our veteran family.

A huge thank you to the incredible team at Hawthorn RSL,
led by President Drew Maddison and Secretary Marianne
Doyle, along with the outstanding 2026 Veterans Ball
Committee, for delivering yet another spectacular and
memorable event. From the months of planning behind
the scenes to the seamless execution on the night, your
dedication, passion, and commitment to honouring our
veteran community made this year's Veterans Ball an
outstanding success.

Editor, Box Hill News

VIETNAM VETERANS’ COMMEMORATION DAY SERVICE

Members and guest are invited to attend as we gather
to commemorate and honour all Vietnam Veterans who
served, especially the 523 Australians who made the
supreme sacrifice, and paying tribute to those who have
since passed away.

Join us afterwards for refreshments in the Upton Room.
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WHAT'S ON & WHEN

GENEALOGY GROUP:

1st Monday of the month from
10am-12 noon in the Poppy Room, with
lunch in the bistro afterwards.

DAY CLUB:
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month
at 10.30am in the Upton Room.

TAI CHI:

has been suspended for a short time
due to renovations in the Sports

Bar and will be returning the 1st
Wednesday in September at 1pm.

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY:
4th Monday of the month
at 10.30am in the Upton Room.

PROSTATE CANCER GROUP:
Meets 3rd Tuesday of the month
at 9.30am in the Upton Room.

MENS DISCUSSION GROUP:
Meets 2nd Thursday of the Month,
2pm-4pm in August in the Poppy
Room and from September onwards
in the Sports Bar.

This group provides an opportunity
for men, over the age of 60, who may
have retired, feel at a loss, or simply
want some male company to meet
one another in a small and friendly
chat group.

Keep informed about our latest
scheduled activities!

KNITTERS GROUP:

Every Thursday 11.30 am in the Poppy
Room until the Sports Bar renovations
are completed.

The meetings allow men to talk about
their interests, hear about what is
happening locally for seniors and
share their thoughts on an interesting
topic. All with a focus on wellbeing

of the participant with principles

that include, respect, acceptance

and confidentiality. It also has a non-
political, religious, and racial basis.

YOGA: Free Nine-Week Yoga Program will be held every Wednesday evening from 6.00 pm to 7.00 pm, commencing on 21
October 2026 and concluding on 9 December 2026. Bookings are essential and can be made through Welfare.

For more details on all groups, contact Faye in Welfare on 9897 6780

New Memorabilia Room Completed

Storm Damage and the Need for a
New Space

Around two years ago, a severe

storm passed over Box Hill. Because
the roof on the new construction

had not yet been completed, a large
amount of water entered the RSL and
flooded the Memorabilia rooms on
B2. Several uniforms, hats and shirts
were damaged by water and had to be
discarded.

Planning a Purpose-Built
Memorabilia Room

At a committee meeting the following
year, it was decided that we look
elsewhere within the RSL for a suitable
location to build a purpose-built
Memorabilia room. An area on B1

was selected. You may have noticed
construction
taking place at the
northern end of

B1 late last year
and into this year.
That work has now
become our new
Memorabilia room
and is the result
of many years of
dreaming about
having a dedicated
space for our
collection.
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Our architects have delivered an
outstanding room built to museum
standards and under budget.

Construction, Cataloguing and
Preservation

A Memorabilia sub-committee
oversaw the construction to ensure
the room would meet both our current
and future needs. The completed
room includes dedicated hanging
areas for uniforms and related items.

Harry Moyle, Herman Harberts and
| have logged and numbered more
than 200 uniforms, with around

50 still to be completed. Many are
highly valuable and have previously
been displayed in exhibitions | have
arranged.

Next Steps and Visitor Access

Our next task is to catalogue all the
Memorabilia artefacts collected over
many years. Some of these items are
valuable and, in many cases, can no
longer be obtained.

The photo shows me with my
assistant, Harry Moyle, and Danny
Cato, who constructed the new room.
Unfortunately, Herman Harberts, our
other assistant, was not available for
the photo.

We are very proud of what has been
achieved. If you would like to have
alook, please contact me and |

will arrange an inspection as the
Memorabilia room is not open to the
general public.

Brian Tateson
Curator of Memorabilia
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SUNDAY 6™ SEPTEMBER  11:30AM - 4PM

Join us on The Deck
for pizza, snacks, &
beer specials!
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PLUS a chance to win a
Father's Day hamper!”
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WINTER WITH THE WOMEN'S AUXILIRRY

As winter settles in, many say it's the season for
hibernation, but we’d much rather be socialising! We hope
you're keeping warm and well. So, dust off your winter
coat, wrap yourself in a cosy scarf, and join us as we make
the most of the season with good company, engaging
conversation, and enjoyable events.

0n 19 June, six members of the Women's Auxiliary
Committee visited the Vasey RSL Care VCentre for a
rewarding and enjoyable morning.

The ladies had the opportunity to
assist in assembling approximately
34 Care Packs for veterans, making
a meaningful contribution to an
important initiative. Packing in tubs
non-perishable food, and cleaning
products.

The tour of the VCentre was truly eye-

opening, providing valuable insight into the remarkable
work being undertaken to support veterans, as well as
the inspiring stories of their resilience, recovery, and
progress.

Our sincere thanks go to Chris Gray for coordinating

such a worthwhile and rewarding visit. The ladies greatly
appreciated the opportunity to contribute in a practical
way while gaining a deeper understanding of the care and
support provided to our veterans. The visit concluded with
a lovely morning tea, providing an opportunity to reflect
on the experience and enjoy each other's company.

At our June meeting, it was clear that winter had well and
truly arrived, with 14 members sending their apologies,
most due toillness. Those who were able to attend,
however, were treated to an enjoyable presentation by our
Sub-Branch President, John Haward, who shared stories
where he grew up and the life events that followed.

While at school, he and a few mates formed a band,
playing local gigs and entering a competition where they
finished third, behind the Easybeats, who took first place.

He was enjoying life and working for Liquor Licensing
when he received a letter requiring him to register for
National Service. His birth date was drawn from the ballot,
and he was called up in June 1967. Following training at
Puckapunyal, and two weeks with his regiment, he was
deployed to the war zone in Vietnam.

John spoke about his Army tour in Vietnam with the
Armoured Corps, where he served as a tank gunner.

Along with his crew, he was based at Nui Dat. He shared
photographs and recounted his experiences of fighting in
dense jungle terrain, surviving landmine explosions, and
encountering the Viet Cong (VC).

He shares the story of his 21st birthday whilst in Vietnam
and his mum sending a birthday cake, which arrived on
his actual birthday. John recounted a story, involving

a grenade that exploded inside his tank, leaving him
wounded, and also watching one of his mates suffer
devastating injuries before being evacuated by helicopter.
John held nothing back, speaking candidly about the
realities and atrocities of war, the children caught in

the conflict, the families torn apart, and the difficulties
veterans faced on returning home, including being
shunned by some members of the community.

To end on a lighter note, John concluded his presentation
with several humorous stories of his tour, providing a
welcome contrast to the sobering experiences he had shared.

To brighten up the season, 15 of our members enjoyed

a wonderful Christmas in July lunch at The Coach in
Ringwood. As always, we could rely on Helen and John
Harrington to spread the festive cheer, arriving dressed in
their Christmas gear.

Everyone enjoyed a delicious and plentiful meal, with lots
of chatter and good company. Just when we thought we
couldn't eat another bite, Judy and Emi's dessert arrived,
homemade Sticky Date Puddings with ice cream. The two
desserts were enormous, so generous they could almost
have been shared among everyone at the table!

Needless to say, a few doggy bags made the trip home.
It was a fantastic afternoon, full of good food, great
company, and plenty of Christmas spirit.

It feels like only yesterday we were celebrating Mother’s
Day, but behind the scenes we're already gearing up for
Father’s Day, which is just around the corner.

We hope all our RSL members and patrons will once again
support this worthwhile raffle, helping us raise much-
needed funds to assist our veterans and their families.

Be sure to keep an eye out for the Father’s Day raffle
display at the entrance to the Members’ Lounge. We've
put together an incredible selection of prizes, so grab your
tickets and be in the running to win!

Emi Luppino
Women's Auxiliary Secretary/Treasurer
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DAY SECTION

At our May meeting, Marcia Rae
returned to entertain us. On this
occasion, she was accompanied by
Stuart Lees who played trombone at
times. They created a very harmonious
sound as a duet, as they often work
togetherin a band. It's great to see and
hear members join in with familiar songs
from the past.

A familiar face from our RSL gave an
illustrated talk about Japan on 9th June.
Gail Robertson, who served previously
as Secretary on the Committee here,
gave us an insight into life in Japan

both as a tourist and resident. | was
particularly interested hearing about
car parking arrangements there. It's
similar to our valet parking but is much
more extensive than what we see here.
It’s a pity we cannot adopt some of their
customs e.g. eating at stations rather
than on the trains. "If it's not yours,
leave it alone” would be a good motto to
adopt but | cannot see that ever happen
universally. Japanese culture is about
being in the shadows so this is one
reason why temples there are quite dim
and dark compared to Western churches
which are often bright and opulent.

The shadows of the Buddhas are more
important than the faces of sculptures.
We were shown lots of beautiful pictures

NATIONAL PoLICE

REMEMBRANCE DAy . I
29 SEPTEMBER \h
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and learned some interesting facts,
some of which raised some giggles
amongst us. Tattoo culture in Japan is
still taboo but that is not to say tattoos
do not exist. They must be hidden, as
something which becomes trendy/
fashionable, is no longer considered
fascinating. Thank you, Gail, for an
enlightening talk.

On June 23rd, we celebrated the
Section’s 26th birthday. After Chris
Newman had entertained us for an

hour singing and playing guitar, we all
enjoyed some finger food. The mini
quiches and sliders were really popular
with everyone and the other items
served also went down a treat. Bree

did a great job once again, on what
proved to be her final event for us and
everything ran like clockwork. She will
be fulfilling a different role within the
RSL—a well-deserved promotion — but
hopefully we shall still have plenty
opportunity to see her around the place.
Thanks to all staff involved and a special
thanks to the RSL Committee for their
generosity which also contributed to
making this a special celebratory day.

Dr.Kartik lyer told our members about
the services on offer at Boutique
Hearing Clinic. This family-owned

audiology business has two clinics - at
Endeavour Hills and Forest Hill Chase.
As well as doing hearing tests at both
premises, all bulk-billed, Kartik said they
could do home visits if necessary. They
also do pre-employment tests e.g. for
miners and policemen/women. Their
team of audiologists can investigate
hearing-related problems and help solve
these from the age of three years. It is
important to remember that hearing
does change as we age and can have

an effect on our balance at any time,
potentially even leading to falls. It

can also influence our memories and
reasoning. Sadly, hearing is one of the
most neglected senses we possess.
Some of our members took up the

offer Kartik made to have their hearing
assessed after his talk was finished.

Several of our members were unable to
attend due to health problems, so may |
wish you all steady recoveries and hope
to see you soon. Take care and keep
cosy.

FUTURE DATES:
August 11 and 25, September 8 and 22,
October 13 and 27.

Mary Simpson

Co-ordinator

NATIONAL POLICE REMEMBRANCE DAY

TUESDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER 2026
CEREMONY COMMENCING AT 2.00 PM

A commemorative ceremony will be
held at the World War One Memorial
Cenotaph in the Box Hill Gardens.

Members and guests are warmly invited
tojoin us as we gather to remember and
honour the Victoria Police officers who
made the supreme sacrifice in the line
of duty.

Together, we pay tribute to their
courage, reflect on their service, and
honour their memory. Through our
presence, thoughts, and prayers, we
also show our support for their families
and loved ones.

All members and guests are welcome to
attend.

Following the ceremony, please join us
for refreshments in the Upton Room.



BILLIARDS & SNOOKER SECTION

With the Tuesday over 55s Billiards
and Snooker Competition at around
the halfway mark of the 2026 season,
the fixtured match on the 16th June
saw Box Hill 147 host Box Hill (2) for
the 'Local Derby ' match.

An early start was required especially
for the billiards to ensure both teams
were upstairs in the Bistro in time

for our 1:15 pm luncheon. Thisis a
standing tradition when both Box Hill
teams play each other three times
during the season, we all go up for a
lovely sit-down meal. All players and

BOWLS SECTION

On the King's Birthday week-end we
held the annual MND Charity Bowls
Day. 52 bowlers from Blackburn North,
Mitcham and, of course Box Hill RSL,
took to the green on a cold and drizzly
day. Thanks to Bree and Jan, the set
up in the Sports Bar was fantastic.
Everyone commented how lovely it
looked. Some even thought it was
ready for a wedding!

Some silly bowls games started the
proceedings, with lots of laughter
sounding around the green with
Angelo Fitsioris winning the nearest
to the ditch and Mark Leonard the
nearest to the spider placed in the
middle of the green.

Jan had a bucket filled with ice, so
anyone who rolled their bowl on the
wrong bias (a very bad bowl!) had

to then dunk their hand into herice
bucket as punishment. After all of
the frivolities, a competitive game of
bowls was played with our winners,
runners-up and lucky card winners
receiving Big Freeze merchandise as
prizes.

A BBQ was being cooked by Mick Frail
and Judy Schumer, with myself as the

BOX HILL RSL

partners are invited to attend (not
just the eight players involved on the
day). Well what a great turnout it was
with 15 guests at the dinner table,
enjoying a laugh or two and some
friendly banter.

For the record Box Hill 147 took the
chocolates with a 7-4 win on the day.

Looking forward to Derby No.3 later in
the year.

Rick Conomy

Committee Member

" | e
MND Day Runners up.

runner bringing out more goodies and
taking the cooked products backin to
the pie warmer.

The whole day was a huge success. Our
thanks go to the greenkeeper, Mark,
and his merry, small band of helpers, to
Peter Houghton and helpers from the
other clubs for organising the teams,
the chefs, raffle organisers, raffle prize
donors (of 15 prizes which included two
RSL gift cards thanks to Ben), sellers of
tickets, and the cleaner-uppers at the
end of the day. With all donations from
the three clubs, we were able to send
$1750 to the Neale Daniher Big Freeze
Charity.

Recently the Bowls Section manned
the Sausage Tent at Bunnings Box
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Hill. Great work by David Moran, aka
“"Sherlock”, and Angelo for a very
well organised day. JK, holidaying in
the UK, had left an extensive list for
the fellas to follow. Our experience
is showing with the skilled team

of workers, cooks, bread folders,
checkout chicks, and the group of
members standing around talking
for the day...calling themselves
supporters. Once again, we sold
hundreds of snags and made $1700
which will be used wisely to update
equipment for our green.

Stay warm, play bowls, stay healthy.

Cheryl Frail

Vice Chairperson

Play Darts in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
Monday 7.45 —10.00pm in the Sports Lounge.
All welcome whether experienced or first-time dart players.

For further information about how to join or become involved with the sporting sections please enquire
at reception for details or look up the details in the Sub-Sections tab of the Box Hill RSL website.
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e $45 Includes 2 course lunch with

Are you are interested in trackside VI‘EWS ina re!axed,
warm and vibrant setting;

attending a race day at Kilmore
& EXPRESSIONS

UF INTEREST Racing Club?

Christmas in July with Denis Walter

The Upton Room tables were beautifully decorated in
gold bauble trees and yellow bon-bons for the Christmas
in July celebration with Denis Walter. With a tasty
Christmas inspired lunch eaten and a festive drink in
hand, the attendees were in jolly spirit and eager for

the entertainment to begin. And Denis Walter did not
disappoint —with his beautiful baritone voice and easy
entertaining style, Denis regaled us with stories from his
versatile career as child star, entertainer, and radio and
television presenter. He took us on a journey through .
the ages with favourite melodies, Christmas carols and 1

personal favourites that we were all able to sing along with the hope that it is not another 35 years before we
with, laugh about and which also brought a tear to the see Denis at Box Hill RSL again and that these forms of
eyes of some as we walked down memory lane. After, entertaining events continue for us to enjoy.

Denis was generous with his time and mingled with

attendees to talk and have photos taken. We finished Editor, Box Hill News

RSL UICTORIA

The RSL Victoria State Annual Conference was held on
Saturday 25 August and brought together 149 delegates
and observers who represented 117 RSL Victoria Sub-
Branches to discuss future directions.

The event was held at the RACV City Club in Melbourne.

RSL Australia National President, Peter Tinley AM, gave the Above: Committee Members Lindsay Burke, Andrew Guest,
opening address. Guest speakers also included Victorian (P::)ensffrir:cJeOhn Haward and Steve Bennett at the State
State Minister for Veterans, The Hon. Natalie Suleyman MP ’

and Shadow Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Tim McCurdy MP.

The State Conference’s final guest speaker was Ms. Alison GRAND FIN & L -
Frame, Secretary of the Department for Veterans’ Affairs. e
RSL Victoria State President Dr. Mark Schroffel presented ON THE DECK .;/

his President’s Report covering the year 2025 and looking SATURDAY 26™ SEPTEMBER I

forward to the future of the organisation.

Box Hill RSL was represented at the State Conference by
President John Haward, Secretary Andrew Guest, Treasurer
Lindsay Burke and Committee Member Steve Bennett.

Box Hill R.S.L. Sub-Branch Inc. trading as Box Hill RSL
26 Nelson Rd, Box Hill 3128 Victoria.

T 98976700 E secretary@boxhillrsl.com.au
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